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St Raphael’s Catholic Primary School           
Teaching and Learning Policy


Pupils learn in a variety of ways. They learn through play, from a variety of experience, through being given information, being taught and shown how to acquire skills and do things by being instructed; they learn by trial and error, deduction and analogy, by problem solving of a practical and intellectual kind, by imaginative  and exploratory work. If learners were to be treated merely as passive recipients, then their learning would be severely circumscribed, Pupils bring their personal experience, their interest, habits and particular learning strategies, their culture and heritage to the process. Learning takes place across the earliest stages with an emphasis in first hand sensory experience – play, talk, story, supported discovery, creative activities and carefully timed adult intervention – to a time when the learner can operate in an abstract dimension, capable of sustained rational inference, logical hypothesis, the ability to move successfully from the general to the specific, increasingly autonomous in her/his learning.


A characteristic feature of effective learning, at whichever stage it occurs, is that it is active. Active learning is not to be confused with simply having practical things to do, with lots of activity. It is much more complex than that; it is intellectual engagement with a task or a problem, whatever the age of the learner that takes her/him eventually to Vygotsky’s ‘zone of proximal development’ where the next step is likely to require supportive and informed intervention. Active learning can apply to a practical task, to a conversation, to simply sitting still and thinking about things. The activity itself may be mental or physical. By contrast a pupil might be engaged in busy activity which involved little or no intellectual engagement; passively following through a routine with structural apparatus, concluding a limited literal comprehension exercise, filling in an outline, going through the motions of science’ experiment’, the outcome of which is already known.


Good teaching takes careful account of how pupils learn, provides for it, responds to it and interacts with it. Effective learning takes place where there is concentrated and purposeful exchange between the teacher and the learner.


Teachers’ first responsibility is to teach the National and Foundation Stage Curriculum which are in effect, an extraordinarily complex mixture of knowledge, skills, ideas and concepts. These can only be mastered through the application of that wide range of learning strategies referred to, and through opportunity for active learning.

What is the aim of this document?

The aim of this document is to provide a clear statement of the principle and practice of teaching and learning at St Raphael’s. This statement represents our agreed view of how our children learn and how we intend to encourage and support that learning. It provides a framework which enables teachers and learning staff to be confident in developing their own practice and ensures that we are consistent in the way we work with our pupils. We value the strengths of individual pupils, teachers, learning support staff and other school members.

What are the principles which underpin this policy?

· Our policy is to enable children to become independent, confident learners

· We want our children to take increasing responsibility for their own learning

· We intend that our learners should develop skills to work co-operatively with others – to share ideas, support and be supported

· Our children will succeed and develop their sense of achievement

· Our children will get better at learning

· We will provide the opportunities to meet the learning needs of our children

· We will encourage our children to have enjoyment within their learning which will increase their success and self esteem

· We believe children learn in different ways and should therefore be taught using a variety of learning styles matched to discreet areas of learning

· We believe our children have an entitlement to effective learning

· We believe that all children should work at their own level and differentiated work should be provided where required to enable children to have access to the whole school curriculum

· We believe that each child has an entitlement to learn which should have regard to gender, culture, social background and the ability of individuals in order to ensure equal opportunities

· We believe that children should be praised for progress and attitude to work and each other at every opportunity in order to build self esteem

How do we ensure that our children experience a variety of learning tasks?

· We ensure that all our children have experience of working in different groups – year groups, class groups, pairs, cross phase groups

· We provide a variety of resources for the children to work with which are added to using funds from curriculum budgets.  E.g. IWBs
· We ensure that our children experience a range of activities wherever possible which are differentiated by task, support, resource or outcome

· We ensure children take part in tasks/work which are of varying time spans

What do we want our children to learn?

· Learning is about knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes.

· All school curriculum areas have policy statements which should be referred to

· The school ensures National Curriculum requirements are fulfilled

· The school will follow The Way, the Truth and the Life  scheme of work for Religion

How do we plan for learning?

· We plan to ensure coverage of National Curriculum requirements and to ensure continuity  and progression

· We plan for a number of stages: Long term planning is in place, where each Foundation/key Stage has a topic framework which is developed into year group plans. Topics are also supplemented by other subject specific activities. Medium term planning is developed from the long term planning and linked to the National Curriculum. Class teachers are responsible for adhering to medium term plans, i.e. schemes of work. Short term planning is completed weekly. This includes learning objectives, activities, resources, opportunities for assessment and evaluation

· In Early Years planning is carried out jointly with reference to the Early Learning goals.

· Targets are displayed in every classroom and every child should be able to explain their current targets in terms using must could and should. Parents are informed of targets through homework and reading diaries and by letter

· The planning process is  a cycle, involving monitoring and reviewing which then informs future planning

How do we deliver effective lessons?

· Our children will become increasingly aware of their learning targets. All children will be able to explain their current target in Literacy and Numeracy.

· Reflection is a crucial element which develops experience into learning. We encourage our children to reflect on their learning by selecting work they are pleased with.

· Lessons have clear objectives which are shared with the children. Activities within lessons are planned to enable children to achieve learning objectives, work is differentiated where necessary by task, support, resource or outcome. Teachers have high expectations of the children’s learning and seek to provide stimulating, enjoyable experiences to motivate the children.

· We consider effective lessons to be well planned with a clear learning focus, an introduction to the lesson, clear development which facilitates the achievement of learning objectives and a short plenary session to end the lesson

How do we group our children for learning?

· We recognise that different grouping arrangements are appropriate for different tasks and pupils

· In class children work as a whole class, in groups, pairs or individually. Children can be grouped by ability, mixed ability, friendship or interest.

· Grouping is intended to meet the learning needs of the children and still be flexible. As a result children work in different groups in their class according  to the learning objectives for the lesson

How do we use  Learning Support Staff to support our children’s learning?

· For the purpose of this policy document, Learning Support Staff include all adults who work with children in school to aid their learning but excludes parents and helpers in school

· Learning Support Staff work with target groups and individual children to assist them.

· Resources are developed by Learning Support Staff who can also contribute towards learning environment, particularly in displaying children’s work and preparing for defined learning activities

· Some children are given extra support as part of their IEP with the SENCO, support staff or Educational Psychologist. 
· All adults who work with children contribute to their learning. These include lunchtime supervisors, school secretaries, parents and helpers in class. All parents and helpers working in classrooms with children do so at the direction of the class teacher when planned activities have been explained to the adults involved.

How can parents support their children’s learning?

· Parents are an integral, essential part of their children’s learning and their support is valued at every stage of their child’s development from the Foundation Stage through both Key Stage 1 and 2.
· From the earliest age it is recognised that parents have a vital role in assisting children with their reading by reading and sharing stories with them or listening to children read and helping them to develop a love of books.
· Parents are asked to support their child with their homework throughout the school, and are asked to sign a home-school contract (see Homework Policy).
· Parents may be informed of individual children’s targets by their child or teacher.  Regular Newsletters are sent home to parents which outline topics which the children are working on and educational visits which are to take place.
· Parent helpers are welcome in school to work with children in the classroom (at the discretion of the class teacher) or by accompanying them on educational visits.
· Parents are invited to share in special assemblies and have the opportunity to share in the celebration of their children’s successes.
· Parents are informed of their child’s progress at the parents’ evenings. Parents are encouraged to speak to class teachers if any problems or concerns arise.
· Views of parents are sought from time to time on important issues when questionnaires are sent home and responses analysed to incorporate parents’ views within school information.
How do we organise learning resources?

· Learning resources are mostly organised in classes. Resources are clearly labelled so that children are able to develop independent learning

· A school library is based in the school hall. This is computerised to help children be independent

· Computers are available in all classes as are Interactive Whiteboards. These help to engage and motivate children and also help address a variety of learning styles.

· The school has a new ICT Suite. This will further enhance resources and provision throughout school.

How do we use our school environment to support our children’s learning?

· Displays are an important learning resource and opportunity. At all stages displays celebrate children’s achievements and reinforce learning.

· Working walls enable children to have an active part in their classroom environment

· The outdoor environment is a vital element to enhance teaching and learning. This includes the amphitheatre, the astro turf, the trim trail. pond and the Foundation Stage play area.

How do we know what our children have learned?

Children’s levels of work is monitored and tracked throughout their time at St Raphael’s. Please see the Assessment Policy.

Continuing Professional Development

· All staff are encouraged and have an entitlement to CPD opportunities

· Specialist Trainers such as ICT are bought in to enhance T & L 

· Co-ordinators attend Network Meetings and disseminate information at staff meetings.

What extra curricular opportunities do we provide for our pupils?

Opportunities exist for our children to take part in:

· Choir

· Hockey

· Cross country

· Chess

· Netball

· Football

· Dance and musical performance

· Gymnastics

· Music tuition

· ICT
May God’s love shine in our lives as we care, share and learn together


